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Weaker global growth and slower export sales

Challenges with access to capital

Weaker domestic economy and sales for our products

Strengthened U.S. dollar relative to other currencies

Unfavorable business climate (e.g., taxes, regulations)

Rising raw material costs for our products

Rising health care/insurance costs

Attracting and retaining a quality workforce

Primary Current Business Challenges 
 (First Quarter 2018) 

Source: NAM Manufacturers’ Outlook Survey 

Note: Respondents were able to check all that apply. Therefore, responses exceed 100 percent. 
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Employment Situation,  
January 2017 – March 2018 

Manufacturing Employment Unemployment Rate

Millions of Workers Unemployment Rate 

 

Source: Bureau of Labor Statistics 



Filling Jobs is Difficult 

2.7M baby boomer retirements 

700K manufacturing jobs expected from economic expansion 

3.4M manufacturing jobs are likely to be needed by 2025 

1.4M jobs are likely to be filled 

2M jobs unfilled due to the skills gap 

Source: 2015 Manufacturing Institute and Deloitte Skills Gap Study 
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For every $1.00 spent in manufacturing, another 

$1.89 is added to the economy 
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of Americans believe manufacturing is  

very important to economic prosperity 
83% 

76% 

Source: 2017 Manufacturing Institute and Deloitte Public Perception of Manufacturing Study 

Americans support 

manufacturing job 

creation. 

Manufacturing Does Matter 

Ranked #1  

by parents of school age children, 

Gen X, and those familiar with the 

industry  

 

of Americans believe the 

US should  

further invest in 

manufacturing.  

Americans have a 

positive perception 

about future 

manufacturing 

jobs… 
 
88% Require technical 

skills and expertise 

 

81% cleaner and safer 

 

77% require less manual 

labor 

 

77% more innovating 
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But not personally.  

of American parents would encourage their 

children to pursue a career in manufacturing 
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30% 

We are essentially saying… 

“Manufacturing is important, 

just not for my kids.” 



Those familiar with 

manufacturing are  

2X as likely  
to encourage children 

to pursue a 

manufacturing career  
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What Influences Careers? 

Source: Attracting the Next Generation Workforce, 2017 
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Manufacturing Day 

12 

October 5, 2018 

More convinced that 

manufacturing provides 

careers that are 

interesting & rewarding. 
84% 

More aware of 

manufacturing jobs in 

their communities. 89% 

More motivated to pursue 

careers in manufacturing. 64% 



Let us help you plan an event for 2019! 

• Encourage local employers, 

educators, parents, and 

community leaders to get 

involved 

• Begin the discussion within 

your community regarding the 

importance of STEM and 

technical education 

• Tell others about MFGDay.com 

 





Smartzone  
2345 Meridian Street 
 
• Located in the Industrial Air Park 
• Manufacturing & Office Space Available 
• Vacant lots for Sale  



Incubator  
1301 W. Easterday Ave. 
• Located in the Industrial Park 
• Office Space Available 
• Vacant lots for Sale  
 



Join us!  

Quarterly                 
Peer-to-Peer 
Education, Resources 
& Networking 

 

NEXT meeting will be 
held in January 2019 
@ Smartzone 





Sault Ste. Marie, Sanderson Field 
2010 report of Economic Impact for our region $1,608,375 

2017 Airport Users 
Business Flights 246 
Customs 111 
Training 151 
Local 111 
Transient Visitors 123 
Air Ambulance 58 
Homeland Security 7 
U.S. Coast Guard 16 
Medical Professionals 8 
Young Eagles 
Participants 

101 

Fall Color Flights 23 

2017 Statistics 
Total Aircraft:   884 

Total Passengers:   2,465 

Total Gallons of 100LL:   13,889 

Total Gallons of Jet-A:  22,281 



Sanderson Field -  2144 Meridian St. 

Stop in and see the 
new improvements 
to the airport 
terminal. 



Thank you to our Event Sponsors 



Networking opportunities today include: 



Thank you for attending this event.   

 

Visit SaultEDC.com  

 

 

 

@SSMEDC 

 

Don’t miss an opportunity! 




